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THE CHURCH'S LEADERS 
ARE FOR UNION 


The official and recognized leadership of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
is overwhelmingly in favor of Presbyterian reunion. This is shown by a 
straw poll recently conducted which resulted in a vote for union of: 


105-19 


These people, generally conceded to be the best informed in the church 
and with the largest number of opportunities to know leaders and members 
of the negotiating churches, voted as follows: 


Former Moderators of the General Assembly, 8-1 
College Presidents, 11-4 

Seminary and A.T.S. Presidents, 4-0 

Seminary Faculty Members, 27-0 

Board (including Division) Secretaries, 18-1 
Present Moderators of Synods, 6-3 

Synod President, Women-of-the-Church, 4-2 
Synod President, Men-of-the-Church, 8-7 
Synod President, Westminster Fellowship, 12-1 
Past Presidents, Assembly’s Men’s Council, 3-0 
Regional Directors, 8-0 


(Officials in more than one of the foregoing classifications were recorded 
only once in the total vote.) 


COMING—Week-to-week tabulation of a straw ballot sub- 
mitted to (1) One elder in every church and (2) Every minister 
in the church—approximately 6,000. 














Pastor Expresses Gratitude for Moderator 





Praises Segregation Statement 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I have just finished reading our Moder- 
ator’s newsletter in your April 5th edition, 
and your very fine editorial about the won- 
derful leadership he is giving to our 
church. It thrills my heart to add an 
“Amen” to all that you have to say about 
Dr. Price. We should thank God again 
and again for the courage of our Modera- 
tor to speak as a true prophet of God for 
good and against evil wherever he finds it, 
even though it be in the church. 

No one can remain in the presence of 
Dr. Price long without becoming over- 
whelmed by his genuine sincerity and hu- 
mility. I believe it is in the Providence of 
God that Frank W. Price has been called 
to be the spokesman for our church in 
such a time as this. He is rendering a 
service to our church that cannot soon be 
forgotten. 

Whether we want to admit it or not, 
Dr. Price is absolutely right in intimating 
that one of the great evils with which our 
church must come to grips is the venom 
of segregation. We cannot standby non- 
chalantly while the Houston incident 
(OuTLooK, Apr. 5) is repeated again and 
again. Nor can we allow our conscience 
to become eased by putting Negroes off 
in a so-called region “so that they can 
have fellowship together.” 

As a Negro, I can speak at first hand 
about the pains and anguish that come 
from the poison of segregation. The effect 
of the sting is increased a thousand-fold 
when it comes with the apparent approval 
of our beloved church. : 

In my thirty-two years I have suffered 
a thousand times more from being sub- 
jected to the malignity of the curse of 
segregation within the church than I have 
of that same curse in the world outside the 
church. 





THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying... 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 


(Continued from last issue) 


Mr. & Mrs. R. M. 


Pegram 
Louisville, Ky. 
Mrs. John Hethorn 
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. Suffolk, Va. 
Johnson 


Bessemer City, 
N.C. 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





It is reported that even at our great 
Men's Convention in New Orleans next 
October plans have already been made to 
have the Negro representatives sit in a 
“reserved” section to themselves like a 
group of “Untouchables.” In the words 
of the Spiritual, “Do you call that reli- 
gion?” The answer is an emphatic NO! 
It is the denial of all that our Lord did in 
his atoning death to break down the mid- 
dle wall of partition that separates a man 
from his brother. 

Thank God for Dr. Price and his great 
Christian statesmanship. 

Yours is a great paper. May God ever 
allow your testimony to be sounded 
throughout our church that we may be 
shaken out of our complacency... . 

CasPER I. GLENN. 
New Orleans, La. 


@®NOTE—Inquiry as to the Men’s Con- 
vention seating arrangements reveals 
that Louisiana laws call for separate seat- 
ing provisions and this seems to be in- 
terpreted as applying to religious gather- 
ings as well as any others. 


Why? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I take THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK and 
through it learned that Presbyterians are 
not united. 

Since I have just learned this, and also, 
have only been a Presbyterian for the last 
three years, I would like to have some lit- 
erature on the subject. Why are there three 
Presbyterian churches? What differences 
do they have? Why are they not united? 

During my younger years, when I lived 
in Pennsylvania, I never knew there was 
more than one Presbyterian Church. Now 
I am teaching Sunday school and feel 
I should be informed on this subject. 

WINSTON-SALEM. 


®REQUEST—Any volunteers to reply 
to these three questions? 


Suggestions Please 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Do you think you could appeal to your 
readers either by article or open letter 
to give suggestions for the Assembly-wide 
Evangelistic Campaign for 1955? The As- 
sembly has approved 1955 as a Special 
Evangelistic Year. Our Division is sug- 
gesting the interchange of leaders especial- 
ly from synod to synod with preaching and 
lay visitation as one combination of meth- 
ods. The World Mission Board has al- 
ready approved the carrying on of this 
same endeavor throughout all of our mis- 
sion fields at the same time with the home 
church effort. More enlisted for Christ 
means more won to him. 

Now we would like to have a church- 
wide, world-wide slogan. The Synod of 
Tennessee has used effectively: “Mr. Jones, 
Meet the Master.” Our Radio Division in 
its evangelistic series this spring has the 
challenge, “Christ Calls You.” Perhaps 
others can be suggested. We think it 
should have depth of spiritual meaning, 
invitational value and popular appeal. The 
combination is not easy to obtain. Any 
suggestions your readers can give will be 
appreciated by our whole Division. Sug- 
gestions of procedure for the united effort 


will be printed in manual form and should 
be off the press soon. ... 

Wo. H. McCork Le, Secretary. 
Division of Evangelism, Atlanta. 


@®NOTE—Wili readers kindly forward 
their suggestions to these columns? 


1 USA, 1 U. S. 


To THe OUTLOOK: 


. . . My husband and I appreciate very 
much your attitude on the reunion of our 
Presbyterian Church. We have one son 
who is a missionary in Venezuela under 
the USA Church and one in Korea under 
the U. S. Church. We feel that this sep- 
aration of Christians whose central loyal- 
ty is surely far stronger than any divisive 
element is doing the cause of Christianity 
great harm. 

May reunion come soon! 

MrriaM R. (Mrs. Edward G.) Seer, 
The Polytechnic Institute, 
San German, Puerto Rico. 


Rotate Church Offices 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


As one now past three score years and 
ten and having held various responsibili- 
ties in the church, I wish to voice my full 
accord with the letter by C. B. Mills in 
THE OvuTLOOK of March 8. This Methodist 
brother has found in his church the same 
problem that confronts many pastors in 
our own Presbyterian, U. S. [on holding 
on to church responsibilities too long.] 

Every person working for the church 
should, in my opinion, practice self-exam- 
ination as to fitness and acceptability and 
be willing to gracefully resign before hold- 
ing on too long. I am strongly in favor 
of rotation of church officers, have been 
for years, and regret that the church of 
which I am a member is not willing to 
adopt that plan. I would welcome some 
younger man taking my place. 

In the forty years that I have been an 
elder, it has been my lot, due to changes 
of residence, to serve in different churches 
—not a life time in one church. It has 
been my experience to serve as elder, also 
as Sunday school superintendent, in 
churches of the U. S. Assembly, some in 
the USA and one federated church. In 
this varied experience I have found that 
same problem at many places. It is one 
that the individual concerned can, and 
should, correct. 

I agree with Mr. Mills that it is won- 
derful to surrender a job and see the prog- 
ress it makes with someone else in charge. 
° J. G. WHITTEN. 
Navasota, Texas. 


Analysis of Plan 


To Tur OUTLOOK: 


The Permanent Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union in our church has prepared 
a 16-page analysis and factual presenta- 
tion of the Plan of Union. Copies of this 
leaflet may be obtained from the under- 
signed. The prices are as follows. Single 
copies, 5¢; 50 copies, 4¢ each; 100 copies 
31%4¢ each; 500 copies, 3¢ each; 1,000 
copies, 214%4¢ each. 

Those who desire copies should order at 
once so that, if necessary, the correct num- 
ber of copies can be ordered from the 
printer in the event the present supply 
is insufficient. 

E. C. Scort, Stated Clerk. 
341-A Ponce de Leon Avenue, N. E. 
Atlanta 5, Georgia 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street. Richmond 19, Virginia, except 


first week, January, and fourth week, August. 


Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 


10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Miller Paper Calls 
For No Re-Marriage 


Opponents of the proposed amendments 
to the Book of Church Order on divorce 
and re-marriage are now circulating 
printed and mimeographed material to the 
commissioners to the General Assembly. 

More than enough presbyteries have al- 
ready voted not to accept the proposed 
amendments or to delay action for further 
study (OUTLOOK, Mar. 8). 

Mailings now going out on the subject 
are being sent by Tilden Scherer, Sharon, 
S. C., who participated in the debate at 
the 1953 Assembly. His chief item being 
mailed is an 11-page mimeographed ar- 
tice by Donald G. Miller, professor at 
Union Seminary, who is a commissioner 
to the coming General Assembly from 
Norfolk Presbytery. 

Dr. Miller’s article is entitled, “The 
Biblical Doctrine of Marriage.” He 
summarizes his conclusions as to what 
the doctrine is, permitting no re-marriage 
under any conditions, as follows: 


1. Monogamous marriage without di- 
vorce is the original divine intention. 

2. The Mosaic permission of divorce was 
a concession to the hardness of men’s 
hearts in the “times of ignorance’’ prior 
to the coming of Jesus. Now that in him 
the church has been brought into being 
through the Resurrection, it no longer has 
any validity. 

3. Christians should marry only in the 
Lord; that is, Christians should marry 
only Christians. 

4. Christian couples should not separate. 
Should there come, however, a rift in 
marriage leading to a separation, neither 
of the partners is to remarry, but to re- 
main single or else be reconciled to each 
other. The only exception to this is the 
case of a pagan couple married before one 
of them became a Christian. If the pagan 
partner insists on separating, the Chris- 
tian is not to insist on the continuance of 
the relation. It is to be dissolved, how- 
ever, not by the will of the Christian 
partner, and only after efforts at recon- 
ciliation have failed. And even then—al- 
though this may be disputed—it is likely 
that Paul did not permit the Christian 
partner to remarry. 

5. Any breach of the above principles is 
considered to be adultery. 

6. Nothing can end a Christian marriage 
Save death. 


Present standards of the church pro- 
vide for the remarriage of “‘the innocent 
party” when the breach has been caused 
by fornication or desertion. Dr. Miller 
says: 

“I have omitted the implications of the 
time-honored exceptive clause, ‘except for 
fornication,’ inasmuch as the best recent 
study of this passage indicates that it was 
no part of our Lord’s teaching, and that 
the church’s practice in this regard has 


REPORT TO THE ASSEMBLY 


3-Year Program ls Projected 


A three-year program called “Forward 
With Christ” is being submitted to the 
General Assembly by the General Coun- 
cil. This plan calls for definite increases 
in evangelistic results, establishing new 
churcehs, new missionaries, Sunday 
school enrollment, candidates for the min- 
istry and other church vocations, and 
benevolences. 

Although no reference is made to it as 
such in the report, some influence of a 
recommended “Double for Christ” plan 
is recognized in the program. The 
“Double for Christ” idea was recently 
approved by the Assembly’s Men’s Coun- 
cil and sent to the General Council for 
integration into the larger program. The 
men’s plan would have challenged any 
church or group in a church to take speci- 
fied items in their present list of accom- 
plishments and double them in the pro- 
gram of the coming year. The Council 
says the men have been interested in 
“such a program” as it recommends and 
have participated in its preparations. 
(For program details see box, page 4.) 

The 1955 theme will focus on “Chris- 
tian Faith’; 1956 on “Christian Family 
Life”; and 1957 on “Christian Citizen- 
ship.” 


Largest Acceptances 


The General Council reports to the 
Assembly that the presbyteries have ac- 
cepted 91% of the budget for this year— 
the largest acceptance and the largest 
percentage of acceptance in the church’s 
history. 

Ratings of the synods, showing the per- 
centage of gifts to apportionments in 
1953, are as follows: 





1, Tennessee, Assembly Average, 


116.45% 

2. Mississippi, = ae 
107.52 9. Texas, 87.17 

3. West Virginia, 10. South Carolina, 
93.08 86.80 

4. Appalachia, 11. Oklahoma, 
92.86 85.10 

5. Georgia, 92.24 12. Florida, 81.38 

6. Alabama, 92.12 13. Missouri, 79.88 

7. North Carolina, 14. Virginia, 79.18 


90.97 15. Kentucky, 66.69 
8. Louisiana, 89.69 16. Arkansas, 64.49 


been based on an exception which crept 
into the text as a comment of a scribe, or 
to justify a departure from our Lord’s 
teaching in the matter. ... It is quite 
clear and widely held except by those who 
wish to maintain the exception as a way 
out of difficult cases, or on the part of 
those who feel that the Bible cannot con- 
tain an error.” 





The Council says it will stress the 
Every Member Canvass next fall. Too 
many churches, it says, have based their 
canvass “upon the smallest possible 
budget and have considered the canvass 
completed when this budget has been 
subscribed. As a result, too large a pro- 
portion of our members are simply token 
givers, having never learned the prin- 
ciples of Christian stewardship.” 


Equalization Fund Divided 


The $165,841 Equalization Fund from 
last year was apportioned to the follow- 
ing agencies: 


Church Extension, $78,455 
Assembly’s Training School, 22.788 
Women’s Work, 20,863 

General Council, 16,890 

Christian Education, 9,303 
Montreat, 7,803 

World Missions, 5,177 

Historical Foundation, 2,477 
Stillman College, 2,083 


A budget of $6,174,075 is recommend- 
ed for 1955 as follows: 


World Missions $3,050,000 
Church Extension 1,400,000 
Christian Education 535,180 
Annuities & Relief 441,817 
General Fund 727,378 
Women’s Work 125,000 
General Council 110,221 


Assembly’s Tr. Sch. 185,000 


Montreat 118,000 
Stillman College 125,000 
Historical 

Foundation 22,457 
American Bible 

Society 35,000 
Administrative 

Expense 6,700 

Inter-Church Agencies 19,700 

National Council 10,200 
World Council 7,500 


Lord’s Day Alliance 1,000 
Religion in American 


Life 1,000 


In pursuit of this budget, the synods 
are being asked for these amounts: 


Alabama, $265,979 
Appalachia, 382,360 
Arkansas, 158,797 
Florida, 422,986 
Georgia, 479,849 
Kentucky, 202,633 
Louisiana, 227,329 
Mississippi, 270,424 
Missouri, 174,665 
North Carolina, 1,025,700 
Oklahoma, 42,725 
South Carolina, 451,695 
Tennessee, 276,351 
Texas, 762,438 
Virginia, 772,562 

West Virginia, 257,582 








New Formula Used 

A new formula was used in fixing these 
apportionments and synods’ and presby- 
teries’ committees are urged to use the 
same. Amounts are based on 1/3 for 
membership, 1/3 for contributions to 
Assembly agencies for the last three years, 
and 1/3 for total contributions less 
building expense, for the last three years. 

Each church is urged to have a “Church 
Planning Committee” which would be 
set up by and responsible to the Session. 
Such a committee would “plan in broad 
outline the program of the local church, 
arrange the calendar of activities for the 
total church program, and co-ordinate 
and integrate the program of all groups 
of the church.” 


It will be concerned with all groups 
in the church—Sunday school, children, 
youth, young adults, men, women, and 
all organized groups. The committee 
will be composed of a _ representative 
from each organization (usually the pres- 
ident), pastor, director of Christian ed- 
ucation, plus three or more members not 
officially representing any group. 

The General Council declines the re- 
quest that it promote and encourage gifts 
to the Presbyterian Foundation. It also 
asks that the Western Section of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance be financed 
through the Office of the General As- 
sembly. 

It asks that members of the General 
Council from now on shall be named for 


six-vear terms and that no member be 
eligible for re-election until after an 
interval of at least two years. 


On Montreat College 








1957 Christ Our Lord 


PURPOSE 


This program seeks as its fundamental 
purpose, under God, the following aims: 

1. The reconsecration of every church 
member to Christ as Lord and Savior. 

2. A significant increase in attendance 
in Sunday school, church worship, monthly 
meetings, rallies and conferences. 

3. A deepening of the spiritual life and 
effectiveness in service of pastors, officers, 
and other leaders working for Christ through 
the church. 

4. An urgent realization that the su- 
preme task of the church is to lead a lost 
world to Christ. 


GOALS 


The following goals are steps toward 
realizing this purpose: 


EVANGELISM: 

Under God, an active promotion of Evan- 
gelism in all courts of the church and a 
continuous program of Visitation Evange- 
lism in each local church, looking to: 

A net gain in church membership of 
50,000 each year. 

A definite increase in church attend- 
ance, the definite goal to be set by each 
congregation. 


NEW CHURCHES: 

Under God, an intensive effort to meet 
the opportunities before the church in the 
South, looking to: 

The establishment of two new churches 

each week (about double the present 
rate). 





FORWARD WITH CHRIST 


To the General Assembly (Recommended by the General Council) 


Christ — First — Now 
(A Three-Year Program of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.) 


1955 Christ Our Saviour “This | Verily 
Believe’ 
1956 Christ Our Teacher ‘’The Household 
of God” 
“We Are a Colony 
of Heaven” 


Christian Faith 
Christian Family Life 


Christian Citizenship 


WORLD MISSIONS: 


Under God, a definite program in every 
local church to confront our members with 
their world-wide mission, looking to: 

A net gain of 168 missionaries in 
three years. 


EDUCATION: 


Under God, a specific campaign to pro- 
mote family worship in every home and to 
expand the teaching ministry of the local 
church by recruiting and by leadership 
training, looking to: 

An increase of 50,000 in Sunday 
school enrollment each year. 
600 new candidates for the Christian 
ministry in three years. 
600 new candidates for other church 
vocations in three years. 


STEWARDSHIP: 


Under God, an increased emphasis upon 
tithing and other practices of stewardship 
in the development and manifestation of 
Christian character, to the end that: 

Churches will strive to give at least 
50% of all annual contributions to ben- 
evolences. 


IMPLEMENTATION 


This program is commended to the whole 
church through its Assembly agencies, the 
synods, presbyteries and local churches. 

The over-all promotion is committed 
to the General Council. 








No Report 


The ad interim committee appointed 
by the 1953 General Assembly to report 
to the coming Assembly “as to the place 
of Montreat College in the educational 
program of our church” has completed its 
work. It will report to the Assembly . . . 
“no report.” 

After authorizing surveys by compe- 
tent individuals, the committee met in 
Atlanta, but after “eight hours in earnest, 
frank and amicable discussion (they) 
were not able to reach any agreement ‘as 
to the place of Montreat College in the 
educational program of our church.’ ” Its 
report concludes: 

“The committee regretfully reports this 
to the General Assembly, and awaits any 
further instruction which the Assembly 
may deem it wise to give.” 

The committee included: P. D. Mil- 
ler, chairman; J. R. Cunningham, C. 
Grier Davis, Henry L. Hill, Charles L. 
King, J. Cecil Lawrence, James G. Ley- 
burn, C. Ellis Nelson, Peyton N. Rhodes. 





General Assembly 
Commissioners 


(Continued from last week) 





Lists of commissioners to the 1954 Gen- 
eral Assembly (May 27) are now appear- 
ing here. Others will follow by synods 
as they are available. 


SYNOD OF KENTUCKY 

Guerrant—(M)*—Charles Sydnor, Lea- 
therwood; (E)*—Geo. D. Hampton, Ma- 
jestic. 

Lexington-Ebenezer—(M)—C. A. Scott, 
Catlettsburg: T. M. Johnston, Lexington; 
(E)-—E. S. Jewell, Troy; Lewis V. Logan, 
Winchester. 


Louis ville—(M)—Ss. R. Vanover, J. 
Brent Wood Wm. T. Byrd, Louisville; E. 
Ashby Johnson, Bristol, Tenn.; (E)— 


Briggs Lawson, Shelbyville; Page Tucker, 
Bardstown; Gordie Young, Frankfort; 
Robt. Lessenberry, Glasgow. 

Muhlenburg—(M)—R. J. Hunter, Jr., 
Hopkinsville; (E)—Wm. P. Donan, Green- 
ville. 

Transylvanin—(W)—R. W. Blain, Dan- 
ville; (E)—Ed Davis, Harrodsburg. 


SYNOD OF LOUISIANA 


Louisiana—(M)*—C. J. Matthews, Zach- 
ary; John W. Melton, (E)—Lewis Wake- 
man, Baton Rouge; J. W. Anthony, Ope- 
lousas, 

La. Miss —(M)—Jawells Carr, Belcher; 
(E)—D. G. Jones, Waterford, Miss. 

New Orleans—(M)—Robt. E. Kilgore, 
Raceland; John N. Blackburn, Houma; 
Emmett A. Ehlers, Jeanerette; (E)—S. J. 
Graham, Ponchatoula; Robt. Morrison, Dr. 
E. Z. Browne New Orleans. 

Red River—(M)—Wade H. Boggs, At- 
lanta; W. Robt. Gage, Choudrant; H. H. 
Thompson, Ruston; (E)—Ben Winham, 
Plain Dealing: Chas. Wurster,. Sr., Jones- 
ville; Robt. Manning, Sr., Waterproof. 





*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, 
his home town is the next one listed. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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THOMAS W. CURRIE says . 


It ls Time to Get Together 


T IS no small privilege to be invited 

to speak a word in behalf of a great 
cause. More especially I am delighted 
to bear this witness in the City of Little 
Rock, which, according to a recent study, 
proved to have the highest percentage of 
Presbyterians of any city of our church 
west of the Mississippi River. 

To share the platform with one who 
gives of his time and money so gener- 
ously to the church is a compliment in- 
deed. 

As you well know, the subject of our 
discussion is the proposal that our church 
share in the launching of the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States by uniting 
with the U.S.A. and the U.P. churches. 

It may forestall the possible questions 
of a few if I say first that I was born 
and bred in Austin, Texas. My parents 
were born and bred in Texas. My grand- 
father was with General Robert E. Lee 
at Appomattox. Second, if the union is 
consummated I will abide by the vote, 
and if the union fails I will abide by the 
vote. In no case have I any intention 
of being a party to the further dismem- 
berment of the church. 

Our fathers were a part of the un- 
divided church from the beginning of 
Presbyterianism on this continent in the 
colonial days for the best part of two 
centuries until 1861. With the inception 
of the Confederate States of America 
they organized the denomination of which 
we are now members. That was over 92 
years ago. 

The United Presbyterian Church stems 
from the Associate Presbyterian Church 
and the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
both of which derived from the dissenting 
groups in Scotland and organized presby- 
teries in the U.S. about the time of the 
American Revolution. They united in 
1858. 

Many if not most of the U.S.A. 
Churches in the South and Southwest are 
the result of the vote of the erstwhile 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church to unite 
with the U.S.A. church about 1907. The 
U.S.A. church numbers over 2,525,000. 
The U.S. over 744,000. The U.P. over 
210,000. 


At Our Invitation 


At the invitation of our denomination 
in 1937 the U.S.A. church entered nego- 
tiations looking toward re-union. A plan 
of re-union was agreed to and issued in 
1943. Suggestions were received and 
many of them incorporated in succeeding 
revisions which were printed in 1947 and 
1949. The United Presbyterians joined 
the negotiations in 1951 and the plan of 
union of three branches was published in 
1952. The final Plan of Union has 
just come off the press. Greatest care 
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FROM THE DEBATE 


Dr. Currie, whose article ap- 
pears here, is pastor of the Oak 
Cliff church, Dallas, Texas. He 
spoke recently in Little Rock, 
Ark., from the same platform 
with Kenneth S. Keyes, Miami 
real estate man, to whom ref- 
erence is made in the course of 
his talk as it appears here. 











has been exercised all along the way to 
include all our common heritage and all 
that is most precious of our several par- 
ticular treasures. We are jealous for the 
responsibilities of elders and deacons. 
This has been provided for, I believe, in 
the latest revision by the virtual adoption 
of our ideas as completely permissible if 
not normative. 

As to the Standards, I suppose there 
can be no difference of opinion about the 
catechisms which are almost identical for 
all of us. There seems to be no ques- 
tion concerning the Directory for Wor- 
ship nor concerning the Book of Dis- 
cipline. The Confession of Faith is sub- 
stantially the same as we have known 
since 1729. As such differences as exist- 
ed were reconciled the final text followed 
our own form in nine cases out of 17. 
In no case are our fundamental beliefs 
compromised. In most cases the differ- 
ence adopts the usage of the undivided 
church of 1860. We all accept the same 
Scriptures as the only rule of faith and 
practice and the same Westminster Stand- 
ards. 

It is interesting to note that every pre- 
caution is taken against the future litiga- 
tion and division of the church. The 
Supplemental Covenant and Agreement 
provides that at any time within a year 
following the final approval of the Plan 
of Union a congregation by a three-quar- 
ter majority may vote itself and its prop- 
erty out of the united church. The pres- 
bytery has jurisdiction in this matter and 
no appeal may be taken beyond the synod. 

Before the union can occur there must 
be the favorable vote on the part of each 
of the three General Assemblies and, in 
our case, the favorable vote by a majority 
in three-quarters of the presbyteries of 
our church, and finally the succeeding 
General Assemblies must vote favorably. 
It is obvious from this that our church 
will have to be overwhelmingly in favor 
of union before union can occur. A 
very small minority of the church could 
effectively block the desire of the ma- 
jority to enter into this union. 


Committee: 20-20-20 

Many of us doubtless have concern for 
the organization of the General Assembly 
and its Boards. The Plan of Union pro- 
vides for a committee to be appointed rep- 
resenting the three Assemblies. As I 
understand the latest revision, each of 
our denominations will have twenty mem- 
bers on the committee and no action of 
the committee in setting up the organiza- 
tion of the new church can be recom- 
mended to the General Assembly unless 
it has the suport of three-quarters of the 
membership of the committee, which gives 
an effective veto in the hands of the mem- 
bers of the committee from our church 
over every recommendation of the com- 
mittee. 

It is plainly stated in the Concurrent 
Declaration that the aim of the procedure 
of the committee will be toward decen- 
tralization of administration and toward 
the encouragement of responsibility in the 
presbyteries and synods for the initiating 
of new work, establishing of budgets and 
undergirding the total program of the 
church. 

It must be quite obvious that no plan 
of union could possibly suit everyone 
completely. But this plan has the virtue 
of having been worked at for 16 years by 
those whose cherished hope is that it may 
be the very best possible instrument, in- 
corporating every reasonable suggestion 
for the progress of the Kingdom of God 
and of the new church. 

There are, however, some, I am afraid, 
who would be opposed to union-even if 
they themselves were to write out the 
plan. It seems to me that our church 
faces at least three alternatives. 


If We Really Believe 

First, we may say we are unwilling 
to recognize any other branch of the 
Presbyterian Church as having a witness 
sufficiently vital and valid to be worthy 
of our fellowship in union. We may 
honestly believe that other branches are 
so slow, phlegmatic, decadent or here- 
tical that the only hope of bearing the real 
witness for Christ through the Presby- 
terian Church to America rests solely 
upon the Presbyterian Church, U.S. If 
we honestly believe this then we must 
throw comity to the winds. We must take 
our light out from under the Mason and 
Dixon Line and send home missionaries 
from Portland, Maine to Seattle, Wash- 
ington; to California, Chicago, Alaska, 
Hawaii, the Virgin Islands and Puerto 
Rico. 

In all the discussion of union and of 
our extension program during a good 
many years I have never heard anyone 
make a serious proposal that we should 
even so much as organize the First South- 
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Who Is Swallowed? 


Some people have a fear that we will 
be swallowed up in any united church. 
Of course, it is true that we could hardly 
control the General Assembly but let us 
see how it would be here in Arkansas. 
When our churches unite we will discover 
that three out of every four Presbyterians 
in Arkansas will have come from the 
Presbtyerian, U.S. Who is getting swal- 
lowed up in Arkansas? Who is likely to 
get swallowed up in Mississippi, in Ala- 
bama, in Louisiana, in Georgia, in the 
Carolinas and in Texas? With so much 
responsibility in the presbyteries and sy- 
nods, it is a very real question with many 
as to whether it is not in very deed and 
truth the U.S.A. brethren in the South 
who are being swallowed up. And the 
strange things is that in the synods in 
which our church is likely to be in a 
minority, such as Oklahoma, Missouri 
and Kentucky, we find those groups who 
most ardently urge immediate and favor- 
able action on this plan. Perhaps as 
much as for any other reason because they 
know the character and devotion of our 
U.S.A. and U.P. brethren better than we. 

Some people say that our church will 
be submerged in a fellowship of those 
who do not feel the same keen responsi- 
bility for evangelism that we feel. Indeed 
Mr. Keyes has pointed out that during 
the years 1951-52-53—the only years 
for which comparable figures on profes- 
sions of faith could be tabulated and com- 
pared between the U.S.A. church and our 
church—the U.S.A. church lagged behind 
our church in two out of those three years 
in their spiritual birth-rate. It can also 
be shown from these same figures that if 
the spiritual birth-rate, that is, the pro- 
portion of those received on profession 
of faith to the total communicant mem- 
bership of the church, if this spiritual 
birth rate is averaged for these same three 
years, the U.S.A. Church has a higher 
average rate than does ours. 

Fears have been expressed that in the 
united church our relatively high index of 
stewardship will be somewhat watered 
down by the lesser gifts of the U.S.A. 
brethren to the benevolent causes of the 
church. This is somehow supposed to 
indicate that the U.S.A. brethren are less 
devoted to the Kingdom than we are. Let 
me suggest a comparison. In Dallas I 
serve the Oak Cliff Presbyterian Church 
which is located in a section of town 
where a whole lot of good ordinary folk 
like us live. The giving of Oak Cliff 
Presbyterian is doubtless not as high as 
it ought to be. There is a lot of room for 
improvement, but to use the per capita 
giving of the two congregations alone as 
the means of comparing the devotion of 
the members of Oak Cliff Presbyterian 
people with the devotion of members of 
the Highland Park Presbyterian Church, 
located in an area where the average in- 
come is considerably higher, is simply 
not fair nor accurate. 
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Brethren, we live in what I am thank- 
ful can be called the Bible Belt. One 
factor is that the winds of indifference 
and secularism blow with a more icy 
blast outside the South. Our brethren 
may have a task more difficult than ours 
in which they desperately need our help. 

Some fear that when union comes we 
will find ourselves in the midst of those 
who controlling the vote of the Assembly 
have accepted their ordination vows with 
tongue-in-cheek and who do not really 
believe in the standards they have sworn 
to uphold. This fear, I am afraid, is in 
danger of being nurtured on a process 
now unhappily somewhat familiar in the 
field of politics known as trial by slander. 
Who will say Dr. John A. Mackay, the 
present Moderator of the Presbyterian 
U.S.A. Assembly and the president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, is less 
than worthy of his vows and of his post? 
Who is ready to cast the first stone at 
Harrison Ray Anderson, who himself 
presented the Moderator of our Assembly 
with a cross from the Isle of Iona, pray- 
ing that one day God’s providence would 
unite these branches of His church which 
one of his forebears may have had a hand 
in dividing? Who will indict Louis 
Evans or George E. Sweazey or Eugene 
Carson Blake or any of hundreds or thou- 
sands of ministers and elders of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A. or U.P. who 
have taken and are prepared to take or- 
dination vows the same as we do? And, 
which one of us is prepared to say that 
God’s Holy Spirit can have less influence 
in the united church than he has in our 
own? 

The Scripture nowhere counsels the 
disciples of the Master to entertain such 
fears, but rather bids them be bold and 
be prepared to lose their lives in order 
to find them. 


There Are Imperatives 


There are, in addition to these advan- 
tages, certain imperatives before us all. 
How can the world take seriously our 
pleas for peace and brotherhood when 
Christians themselves of the very same 
heritage, faith and order cannot live in 
peace and unity? Weare certainly under 
an imperative to demonstrate in the fel- 
lowship and sacraments of our own be- 
loved Presbyterian Church how Christ 
does indeed break down the middle wall 
of partition. 

The Master prayed that his disciples 
might be one, not in order to have a bigger 
church, but in order that the world may 
believe. As we contemplate this union, 
there is an imperative in it that we must 
be one in order to remove one reason, 
whether we think it large or small, with 
which people on the outside of the church 
can reproach us for what seems to them 
something less than Christian brother- 
hood. Indeed, it has come to the point 
where most of us are considerably taxed 
to give a logical explanation as to why 


these divisions in the Presbyterian fam- 
ily still persist. 

If the Presbyterians are like a river 
divided by a 92 year island of war and 
reconstruction, I say the island is past, 
and it is time for the Southern Presby- 
terians to rise again and take their right- 
ful place in the stream of Presbyterian- 
ism across the nation. 

A vote for union will once for all lay 
the ghost of unseemly rancor. We need 
no longer fumble with the question as to 
whether the sun yet goes down on our 
wrath, nor blush when asked whether 
92 years is not long enough to cherish 
a grudge, nor stand aloof with the Phar- 
isee and thank God we are not as other 
Presbyterians—extortioners, unjust, etc. 
—but rather stand off in humility with 
the publican and lift up our eyes to 
heaven and with the rest of the Presby- 
terians says: ‘God be merciful to me, 
a sinner.” 

It Is Time 

It is time now for Presbyterians to be 
reconciled. It is time now for Presby- 
terians to get together. It is time now 
for us all to unite in order that we may 
with great conviction sing: 

“We are not divided, All one body we, 
One in hope and doctrine, One in 
charity.” 


| Have Overcome 

“Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.”—John 16:33. Read verses 25- 

Death seems to epitomize all the evil 
of the world. Certainly those bewildered 
disciples thought that such a death had 
branded as a failure Jesus’ mission. But 
Easter morn proved what he had tried to 
tell them of the infinite and eternal values 
of goodness and love. They had not been 
able fully to comprehend. Neither can 
we. But all the centuries of Christian 
experience have demonstrated that we 
have as our ally not a broken body in a 
rock-cut grave, but a vital and victorious 
presence. 

Every dawning day, every bursting bud, 
every life that subdues the unworthy and 
overflows into other lives with strength 
and gladness echoes that first garden 
experience of resurrection. 

Are we big enough to grasp, by faith, 
the reality of spiritual power that pro- 
gressively can come to be the very essence 
of our being? This is indeed the Chris- 
tian hope, that we may come to say, “I 
am of good cheer, for I know with Christ 
that I too can overcome the world.” 

Let Us Pray: O thou blessed God, 
who hast given us the witness of Easter 
to reinforce our insufficient faith, with 
grateful hearts we accept thy supreme 
gift of love. Heads erect and heart sing- 
ing, may we go forward by the day and 
rejoice with thee forevermore, through 


Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN. 

—Rossins Barstow in The Fellowship of Pray- 
er, distributed by the National Council of Churches’ 
Dept. of Evangelism. By permission, the Pilgrim 
Press. 
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EDITORIAL 


Our Colleges 














In this season when we are having our 
attention directed to the purpose and 
problems of our church-related colleges, 
it is distressing to learn that 50 per cent 
of all liberal arts institutions of the coun- 
try are operating at a deficit. 

Benjamin Fine, education editor of the 
New York Times, reports a solution that 
is being tried in behalf of some independ- 
ent colleges. Corporations are being asked 
to contribute the full costs of educating 
one student for a year. So, the annual 
tuition cost of $790 at one institution is 
included—plus the sum of $460 to cover 
the university’s overhead on the same 
student’s education—a corporation schol- 
arship of $1,250. 

One university has 33 corporation 
scholarships; the total is expected to be 
80 by September ($100,000), while a 
yearly goal has been set for $350,000. 

This appeals to us, not only as a meth- 
od that could be followed by some of our 
colleges in getting corporation scholar- 
ships but even more in getting church 
scholarships. 

In addition to their budgeted support, 
why couldn’t many churches give such 
$1,000 or $1,200 annual sholarships to 
the institutions of their synods? 

In addition to helping the colleges in 
a very important manner, this would also 
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help to make possible the education of 
many students who otherwise might not 
be able to secure it. Mr. Fine reports, 
further, that 80 per cent of youths from 
families of above-average means go to 
college, but only 32 per cent are there 
from families of less-than-average means. 

How about seeing to it that such an 
annual scholarship is provided by your 
church—either in the budget or through 
personal gifts? Of course, some of our 
stronger churches could easily provide 
several such scholarships. 


Hard to Understand 


Here are three illustrations of methods 
used in opposing Presbyterian reunion 
that are difficult to explain or understand. 


I. 

Last fall a letter was sent out from 
Reidsville, N. C., signed by several lay- 
men. It went to ‘“Fellow-Elders” and 
was signed, “Your Brother Elders.’”’ At 
the time it went out we pointed to the 
great array of errors in the letter (Ovut- 
LOOK, Oct. 26). For instance, we point- 
ed out that “the fate of all our Boards 
and agencies” would not be decided 
by a Commission of 50 men, only 15 
of which would be from our church. 
We showed that this had never been true. 
A group of 50 people would recommend 
to the Assembly what should be done and 
the Assembly would decide. But—no 
recommendation could be made without 
a three-fourths approval by the committee. 
This would have given us an absolute 
veto with our 15. By the time we wrote, 
however, even that had been changed 
and each church is now to have 20 mem- 
bers on the committee—which still must 
have a three-fourths vote of recommen- 
dation before the Assembly will consider 
any item. (Plan of Union, page 19.) 

It is difficult to see how the writers 
or the signers of this letter could have 
misunderstood this. They may not have 
known about the then-recent change in 
the 20-20-20 provision, but they should 
have been clear all along about the three- 
fourths requirement. Even so, this was 
clearly pointed out at the time, along 
with the other numerous errors in the 
letter. 

But... the letter, now dated February 
15, 1954, is still going out, telling “Fel- 
low Elders” the same untruths and signed 
still by 41 “Brother Elders.” 


II. 

In his tour across Mississippi, one of 
the prominent opponents of reunion said 
in Jackson, and perhaps elsewhere, that 
under the Plan of Union the right to buy 
and sell property would be taken from 
the congregation and given to the presby- 
tery. Challenged on this point, he asked 
Dr. Gillespie for a statement. Dr. Gil- 
lespie pointed out that the plan calls for 
“consultation with” and not “permission 
from” the presbytery. However, the next 
night in Brookhaven, he continued, say- 


ing that the change in the wording did 
not affect the provision. Trustees, he 
said, would be under the presbytery, so 
it would still be true. But he did not 
point out tnat the relation of elders, 
deacons or trustees to the presbytery 
would not be different in the united 
church from what we now have. (For 
the “consultation” provision, see Plan of 
Union, page 200. For Trustees, page 
197.) 
ITI. 

Last fall in at least one of his earlier 
talks on union, another of the anti-union 
*vangelists declared that the Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly had voted to 
unite with a number of other Protestant 
churches. He was corrected at the time, 
being informed that the USA church had 
accepted an invitation to send representa- 
tives to discuss what possibilities there 
might be in a more extensive Protestant 
union but that there was nothing beyond 
the stage of preliminary discussions and 
even these were later officially terminated. 
(USA Assembly Minutes, 1951, pp. 370, 
379). 

Still, as late as March 11, he continued 
to declare that the USA General Assem- 
bly had voted to unite with these other 
churches. And again he was corrected. 

* * * 

These are a few incidents that raise 
question marks of some _ proportions. 
What, after all, could be the explanation 
of such procedure? 


“For Whom the Whistle Blows” 


In basketball the rule is that a player 
must withdraw from the game after five 
personal fouls. Something like that might 
work in the matrimonial game, also. Miss 
Hutton would now be permanently retired 
to spinsterhood and Mr. Rubirosa would 
be nearing the end of his string. We 
should think that five divorces ought to 
be enough for anybody's real needs and 
surely enough to establish a presumption 
that the plaver in question either doesn't 
know the rules of the game or prefers 
not to abide by them.—THE CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE. 


Shadow Boxers 

My sermon today tooks its rise from 
Paul’s proud boast, “I do not plant my 
blows on the empty air.” Paul could say 
that, but the majority of us are expert 
shadow-boxers, busily waging war with 
enemies who are no longer there. I find 
myself convicted of this ghostly sparring 
when I discover myself trying to alter 
people’s conduct without first altering 
their beliefs—PrTER Parson in The 
British Weekly. 


THE GREAT DEBATE 


May 2, 4 p.m., First church, Raleigh, 
N. C.; Jas. A. Jones and Paul D. Has- 
tings, for members of the churches of the 
Raleigh area. 
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THE PICTURES THAT GOT AWAY 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Having eves, they see not...” 


E CAME back from his trip with 

fish in his bag and pictures in his 
kodak. But the best pictures, like the 
best fish, were those that got away. Why 
do pictures get away from the traveling 
amateur? ‘There are various reasons. 

Sometimes you discover at the last min- 
ute that vou have no film in the camera, 
or that you have already used up your 
film on trifling shots so that when the 
big opportunity comes, there is no film 
left. 

Or perhaps the light is not right. The 
picture is there, but either the sun is 
coming from the wrong direction or you 
have not learned how to use back-light- 
ing. (Even the Grand Canyon looks 
“flat” in the middle of the day.) Or per- 
haps the light is all right but you are 
in too much of a hurry to get out the light 
meter, and your guess is wrong. 

Some other pictures are forever missed 
because you were not expecting one. You 
had the kodak in the suitcase, or you 
were looking the other way when the scene 
came by the window. Everything was 
ready but you. 

Possibly the mechanism was faulty. 
The finger pressed the button or the trig- 
ger, but the shutter did not click. Or the 
film stuck somehow and could not be 
moved on to the next exposure. 

Or possibly you shot the picture, but 
did not have the right filter over the 
lens, so that the color is all wrong. What 
would have been lovely and true to nature 
turns out to be a sort of surrealist night- 
mare. 

Or again, the trouble may be that vou 
are a perfectionist. You were so intent 
on having the right filter, the right light, 
the right distance and everything, that by 
the time the camera and you were ready 
to go, the picture had gone. You can 
afford to be fussy if you are a profession- 
al, taking expensive portraits of impor- 
tant people; but when you are after a 
child, a bird on the wing, a cloud outside 
your plane window, they will not wait 
lor you. 

One of the most likely mistakes that 
ruin pictures is just not getting the right 
focus. Everything is right; all except 
the focus—which means that it will be a 
fine picture of something that really 
didn’t matter, while the thing that would 
make it a really fine picture is only a 
blur. 


S YOU may have suspected, these 

things are a parable. The journey 
through life passes many memorable 
scenes. There is beauty at many a turn 
of the road. But what might have been 
among our most treasured recollections 
are no more than blank spaces on mem- 
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ory’s film, for much the same reasons we 
miss pictures with our cameras. 

Sometimes there is no recording film 
in your mind. No matter how correct 
focus and all may be, opening the shutter 
does no good if there is no film behind it. 
Sometimes all we present to the world is 
an open eye, with a blank mind back of 
it. A party of touring Americans who 
had been at Oberammergau, remembered 
best not the glorious mountains round 
about, nor the moving Passion Play, but 
the hands of bridge they held on the hotel 
porch the night they were there. One may 
be exposed to the world‘s finest art, the 
planet’s most amazing wonders, and see 
nothing, because there is no background 
of preparation. 

Some things we miss seeing and re- 
membering because the light was not 
right. We look at things in the glare of 
the world’s ideals, or through the filter of 
our own prejudices; we see things in the 
world’s light and not in the light of eter- 
nity. We bring home a picture, but we 
do not capture the beauty, for the wrong 
light made it ugly. 

Or we can miss what should have been 
memorable, because we are not alert. We 
were thinking of some trifle when the 
creat moment came. Like the neighbors 
at Nazareth, we do not expect the glory 
of God in a carpenter’s shop. Like the 
disciples, we sleep through most of the 
Transfiguration. 

At times, too, we miss the great picture 
because of faulty mechanism. There is 
no doubt (like it or not) that our spirits, 
our minds, are tied to our bodies and 
brains. If body and brain are under par, 
mind and spirit will be dim and worn. 
The lovely, the splendid, the sublime, are 
lost on fagged-out brain cells.  Indi- 
gestion can turn Mozart into a madhouse 
or Ravel into mere racket. 

Further, we can become over-conscien- 
tious, we can be more than fussy enough 


about life’s technicalities. We can pay 
so much attention to small details that 
we are too slow to catch the wonder of 
the passing hour. 

Or the mind’s eye may be all out of 
focus. What we remember as we pass by 
is some vivid picture of the trivial; while 
the high meaning and glory of what we 
should have seen is no better than a blur. 
Jonah sat near Nineveh, seeing in the 
same frame a wilting gourd vine and the 
glowing grace of God. But as he took 
the picture, only the gourd vine was in 
Tocus. 


ie NOT the classic example of all of 
this, what happened (or rather, failed 
to happen) the night in which Jesus was 
betrayed? The very soul of Jesus was 
laid open to twelve men that night. One 
man never Saw it at all; he did not try. 
One man named John was aware, and 
remembered. The others were all in be- 
tween. 

We know that if it had not been for 
John, most of what our Lord said that 
night would have gone unrecorded. The 
others, perhaps, were not seeing in the 
right light; or their focus was much too 
short; or they were unprepared for those 
hours; or they were not alert, not looking 
for glory in a rented room; or they were 
half-dead from lack of sleep; or when 
the majesty of Christ’s soul was before 
them, they were fussing with details of 
protocol and prejudice. 

When at last we compare with others 
what we brought with us from life’s road 
of wonders, we may have to say to them, 
as perhaps the Ten would say to John: 
I was there when you were. . . but some- 
how I didn’t get the picture. 
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GENUINE QUALITY CHURCH SEATING 


We Invite Your Inquiry. 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews 
embraces design, material, and work- 
manship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING 
the most perfect development in pew 
engineering because it meets all the 
requirements of the perfect pew— 
comfort, beauty, durability—for last- 
ing satisfactory service. 


represents 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company 
is equipped to supply you with church 
seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the 
right price. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Flemming Will Speak at 
Inauguration of Moseley 

President-elect John D. Moseley will 
be inaugurated as head of 105-year old 
Austin College May 1, with Arthur S. 
Flemming, director of the Office of De- 
fense Mobilization, as the principal 
speaker. Dr. Flemming, also a member 
of the National Security Council, is on 
leave from the presidency of Ohio Wes- 
leyan University. Approximately 1,000 
persons are expected to see Dr. Moseley 
inaugurated as the twelfth president of 
the Sherman, Texas, institution, while 
representatives of colleges and universi- 
ties throughout the Southwest look on. 
Austin Seminary’s President David L. 
Stitt will be another of the speakers on 
the program. 

Important forward steps have been 
taken during President Moseley’s brief 
term as president. A long range program 
has been projected, looking toward an 
enrollment double the present 500 aver- 
age. A graphic “Report on Austin Col- 
lege” has been presented in churches in 
Texas and Oklahoma. Comprehensive 
surveys of physical plant and manage- 
ment as well as in curriculum are under- 
way. A system of “local representatives” 
of the college has been established in the 
congregations of Presbyterian churches 
throughout the Southwest. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member South- 
ern Association College and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A. A. and A. S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
year business course. Preparatory 
department with llth, 12th grades. 
Veterans. Moderate charges. Scholar- 
ships. Self-help. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Louis C. LaMotte, M.A. 
Th. D., D. D., President 
Box 38-R, MAXTON, 
NORTH CAROLINA 








Baker Scholarships 
Awarded at Davidson 

Eight annual Baker Scholarships, 
worth up to $1,200 a year, have been 
awarded by Davidson College to the fol- 
lowing: John C. Bernhardt, Jr., Lenoir, 
N. C.; Donald M. Carmichael, Louis- 
ville, Ky.; Jere S. Carter, Baldwin, L. I., 
N. Y.; Lloyd W. Chapin, Jr., Atlanta, 
Ga.; Arch B. Edwards, Tulsa, Okla.: 
L. Anderson Hamilton, Alexandria, Va.: 
Robert W. Hankins, Winston-Salem, N. 
C.; and Daniel R. Martin, Opelika. Ala. 

In addition two Union Carbide schol- 
arships were awarded to Geo. F. Kem- 
merer, Jr., Bristol, Pa.; and Ross J. 
Smythe, Charlotte, N. C. These schol- 
arships cover full tuition, fees, and books 
for students interested in future careers 
in business or industry. 

Robert A. Mitchell, Goldsboro, N. C., 
and G. Donald Mahy, III, Lansdowne, 
Pa., Davidson seniors, have been awarded 
Woodrow Wilson scholarships, worth 
$1,200 plus tuition for a year of grad- 
uate study. Designed to recruit outstand- 
ing candidates for the college teaching 
profession, these fellowships are made 
possible by grants from the Carnegie 
Corporation and the General Education 
Board in a program sponsored by the As- 
sociation of American Universities, with 
144 awards being made this vear. 


Agnes Scott Students 
Get Two Wilson Awards 

Florence Fleming, Augusta, Ga., and 
Nancy Lee, Danville, Ky., Agnes Scott 
seniors, won Woodrow Wilson Fellow- 
ships (see above) from among 1,200 nom- 
inees in 367 colleges and universities 
in the U. S. and Canada. Only 25 wom- 
en students won these awards. 


A. T. S. Students 
Choose New Officers 

Students in the General Assembly's 
Training School, Richmond, Va., have 
elected Cornelia Hale, Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
as their president for the coming vear. 









Accredited Liberal Arts 
College ... Outstanding 
Conservatory of Music 
... Christian, homelike 
atmosphere ... Joyous 
campus life ... Investi- 
gate 


M.S.WOODSON, Pres. 
Red Springs, N. C. 








Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


room, and tuition $730. 





KING COLLEGE 


@ Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business education. FOUR 
TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant 
in Ald, (4) Remunerative Work, Sixty-acre campus. Intramural sports. 
Dormitories. Summer session. Catalog and illustrated booklet. Board, 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 
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Other officers elected are: Florence Hus- 
sung, Louisville, Ky., vice-president; 
Miriam Dunson, Commerce, Ga., secre- 
tary: and Jewell Bailey, Charleston, 
S. C., treasurer. Committee chairmen 
are: Dorothy Williams, Coeburn, Va., 
spiritual life; Ann Stephenson, Raleigh, 
N. C., social life; Caryl Schuneman, 
Decatur, Ga., outreach. 

The Presbyterian Choir, composed of 
A. T. S. and Union Seminary students, 
are making a trip to West Virginia late 
this month, singing April 25 in the First 
Church, Huntington, W. Va., and that 
evening in the First church, South 
Charleston, W. Va. The next evening 
they sing in the Davis Memorial church, 


Elkins, W. Va. 


New Officers Elected 
By U. T. S. Students 

Charles R. Hughes, Jr., Roanoke, 
Va., will be president of the student body 
of Union Seminary in Virginia next year. 
Other newly-elected officers include 
Robin D. Mocat, Marshall, Texas, vice- 
president; Earle D. Roberts, Athens, Ga., 
treasurer. Activities chairman are: Fred 
D. Furrow, Jr., Waiteville, W. Va., spirit- 
ual life; Henry M. Goodpasture, Frank- 
lin, Tenn., fellowship; Gale D. Lammey, 
Memphis, Tenn., athletics; Wm. N. 
Clark, Jr., Rocky Mount, N. C., steward- 
ship; Robert F. Inman, Laurinburg, 
N. C.; missions; Richard E. Hildebrandt, 
Sparta, N. C., home missions; James N. 
Murray, Tampa, Florida, witness. 


Louisville Students and 
Faculty Lead Services 

Classes at Louisville Seminary were 
suspended during Holy Week, in keeping 
with a custom of some years standing, in 
order that faculty and students might 
participate in special pre-Easter serv- 
ices. Students occupied their own or 
exchanged pulpits throughout Kentucky, 
Southern Indiana, Illinois, Ohio and 
Tennessee. Faculty members led services 
in congregations scattered between Wichi- 
ta Falls, Texas, and Buffalo, N. Y. 


Sardis Property Case 
Gets Further Postponement 


Scheduled for settlement in the Meck- 
lenburg Superior Court, the case involv- 
ing the property of the Sardis church, 
Charlotte, N. C., was suddenly postponed. 
Instead of the court hearing, attorneys 
for both sides will continue their efforts 
to draw up an agreed statement of facts. 
If the two groups cannot agree upon the 
facts, a jury will have to settle the prop- 
erty ownership question. 
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The Sardis church, formerly in the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian body, 
has joined Mecklenburg Presbytery of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., seeking 
to retain its property. Meanwhile, rep- 
resentatives of the A. R. P. church and 
a group in the congregation seek to keep 
the property in the A. R. P. denomina- 
tion. It was reported at the recent hear- 
ing that the U. S. church has offered to 
pay $50,000 for the property or to accept 
$50,000 in settlement of all claims. The 
property includes the church building, ed- 
ucational building, manse and adjoining 
land in a Charlotte suburb. 


OVERTURES 


Other overtures, in addition to those 
reported here March 29, which will con- 
front the General Assembly include the 
following: 

Colonizing—The Assembly is asked to 
encourage larger churches to colonize 
rather than to centralize.—Concord Pres- 
bytery. 

Elders and Presbytery—Ruling Elders 
who are chairmen of permanent commit- 
tees of presbytery are asked to be con- 
sidered members of presbytery during 
their term of office.—Missouri. 

Divorce and Re-Marriage—Further 
consideration, delay or amendmnets to the 
proposed amendments on divorce and re- 
marriage. Roanoke, Mid-Texas, Cen- 
tral Texas, Harmony, Norfolk, East Ar- 
kansas, Guerrant, Wilmington, Asheville, 
Orange. 

Marrying Non-Christians—Is a min- 
ister forbidden by present standards to 
perform the marriage ceremony for two 
non-Christians, or for a Christian who 
is marrying a non-Christian, “interpret- 
ing Christian to mean communing mem- 
ber of some true Christian church” ?— 
Dallas. 

Alphabetical—An alphabetical listing 
of the churches in the Assembly’s Minutes 
is requested instead of present listing by 
ministers.—Augusta-Macon. 

Earlier Meeting—Since the church year 
now begins Jan. 1, shouldn’t the Assem- 
bly move its meeting date back accord- 
ingly >—Mangum. 

Consultation—Representatives of sy- 
nods (elected by the synods) should be 
formed as an advisory council to meet 
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with the General Council before any 
church-wide special financial campaign 
is proposed to the General Assemblv.— 
Synod of Tennessee. 

Fund—A_ $2,000,000 fund for the 
building of new churches, to be raised 
by the Board of Church Extension.— 
Nashville. 

Regional Synods—The Plan of Union 
should provide specifically for regional 
synods.—North Alabama. (Also other 
amendments to the Plan are proposed by 
the same presbytery. ) 

Union—Postponement, stop all plans 
of union, etc.—North Alabama, Tusca- 
loosa, Congaree, Harmony, Piedmont, Pee 
Dee, Enoree. 

Congregational Vote—A vote by con- 
gregations on the Plan of Union.—La- 
fayette, Congaree. 


First Quarter Benevolences 
Fall Well Behind Needs 


Benevolences for the new church year 
(since January 1) continue to make a 
slow recovery on any basis compared with 
last year. The first quarter showed the 
following record as of March 31: 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta), $54,386 
(12% of year’s budget). 

Christian Education (Richmond), $40.- 
804. 

"ih Extension (Atlanta), 
(8% of year’s budget). 
General Fund (Atlanta), $57,372 (8% 
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of year’s askings); Interchurch Agencies, 
$2,056 (9% of year’s askings). 
World Missions (Nashville), $ 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 
Including U.S., USA, AR, and 
United Presbyterians 
(Continued from last week) 





NEED PULPIT SUPPLY 

Binghampton, N. Y., Broad Ave. ch, 140 
mbs. 1 Sun. svs. All kinds recreation fa- 
cilities; 200 mi. NYC. 5 Aug. Sundays. 
Manse provided. 8S. V. Curnock, 38 Broad 
Ave., Binghampton, N. Y. 

Creswell, Oregon, 50 mbs. 1 weekly 
svs, 4 Sundays, June 27-July 18. Free use 
of manse. 2 hrs from coast: 1 hr from 
Cascade mtns; 20 min. Oregon University. 
Gerald G. Emerson, Creswell, Ore. . 


NYC area or Washington, D. C. No 
manse. 3 Aug. Sundays. Amos Burroughs, 
Tullahoma, Tenn., First ch, 200 mbs. 

NY, NJ, Mich, Ohio, Pa., urban or sur- 


urban, 5 Aug. Sundays. W. L. Clow, 
Prattsburg, N. Y. USA ch, 150 mbs. 
TO SUPPLY PULPIT 

San Antonio, Texas, June 20, 27. David 


W. McShane, 127 W. High St., Elkhart, Ind., 
1100 mbs. 

Spooner, Wis., or within 50 mi. 
July 19-Aug. 19. No Manse. 
Galesville, Wis., 415 mbs. 


3 Sun. 
H. A. Wisner, 
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YOUR MONEY as a 


Good Christian Investment 


Whether you give money, securities or 
property, no investment will yield greater 
returns in peace and joy than one made for 
winning the Southland for Christ through 
the work of Church Extension: 
MISSIONS, NEGRO WORK, RADIO and 
TV, EVANGELISM and CHRISTIAN RELA- 
(Many make Memorial Gifts) 


TIONS. 
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HOME 





“Facing the Future with Your Money 
for CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


BOOKLET 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341 -B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 





Gypsy Colt 


A drought-impoverished farmer finds 
he has to sell his horse, Gypsy, which is 
the pet and companion of his young 
daughter, Meg. Gypsy takes the child to 
school every morning and then calls for 
her at three o’clock with such punctuality 
that the neighbors set their watches when 
they see them go by. When Gypsy is 
bought by a neighbor who owns a famous 
racing stable, the parting, while a sad 
one for the child, is even worse for the 
horse, for although he is afforded every 
material comfort, he is treated with oc- 
casional cruelty. On two occasions he 
escapes and returns to his young mistress, 
but each time he is brought back to the 
purchaser. 

Taken on a long trip, for the purpose 
of entering a race, he again escapes, and 
once more sets out for the home he loves. 
When some cowboys attempt to lasso 
him, he cleverly eludes them. When four 
young motorcyclists, having heard that a 
large reward has been offered for his re- 
turn, attempt to corner him in a canyon, 
he promptly outraces them. Through 
mountains and desert he evades pursuit 
until, near exhaustion, he is discovered 
by a Mexican boy who revives him with 

*Rated by the Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. F 
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water which enables him to continue on 
to his destination. When the owner comes 
to claim him for the third time, the farm- 
er counters with an offer to make an 
amicable settlement as soon as his next 
crop is brought in. 

Based on a novel by the late Eric 
Knight, this delightful story tells of a 
child’s love for an animal, and how this 
love is fully reciprocated. It is also the 
portrayal of a family bearing hardship 
together. For parents and children alike, 
it is an excellent lesson in honestly facing 
what must be done for the good of all. 

Gypsy emerges as a remarkable and 
masterfully trained horse, and there is 
no resort to undue sentimentality. Splen- 
didly directed and acted, with mountain 
and desert scenery beautifully revealed 
in Ansco Color, this MGM film is excel- 
lent entertainment. FOR: Family. 

Also for Family: The Glenn Miller 
Story, The Boy from Oklahoma. 

For Adults & Young People: The Pick- 
wick Papers, It Should Happen to You, 
Othello, Saadia, The Horse’s Mouth, Ride 
Clear of Diablo. 


THE GLENN MILLER STORY (Univer- 
sal-International). A simple and touch- 
ing love story has been adroitly woven 
into this inspiring biography of the fa- 
mous dance-band leader who came to the 
world of music with little more than a 
dream and a trombone. The plot vividly 
develops the career of this young man 
who, in his aim of bringing musical pleas- 
ure to the world, rose to become one of 
the greats of his profession, and then 
tragically died in a plane crash while still 
pursuing his goal. The dialogue is lively, 
and the acting, which is always natural 
and impressive, is often superb. The mu- 
sic, featuring many of Miller’s immem- 
orable jazz compositions, adds to the ef- 
fectiveness and enjoyment of the picture. 
In Technicolor. FOR: Family. 


THE PICKWICK PAPERS (Mayer- 
Kingsley Inc. Release). As Mr. Jingle 
would have said, this picturization of the 
famous and amusing Dickens’ novel is 
“a delightful film, very.” Here we have 
all the beloved characters of the book as 
they might have appeared in real life. 
Members of the Pickwick Club proceed 
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people who own 
property, you want your estate to 
take care of your family first! 
Virginia Trust Company, with 
more than six decades of successful 
trust management, has helped 
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mum estate benefits. 
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on their merry way, stopping at Dingley 
Dell farm for a romantic adventure, at a 
fancy-dress garden party of the “literary” 
Mrs. Hunter, and at various inns where 
they encounter more adventures. The en- 
trance into their company of the oppor. 
tunistic Mr. Jingle only adds to the al- 
ready highly comic complications. For 
those unfamiliar with the novel. the film 
will prove interesting and entertaining: 
for Dickensian devotees, it will provide 
unalloyed pleasure. The cast, felicitiously 
selected, includes many well-known Brit- 
ish actors. A music score is used as part 
of the action, and the costumes and set- 
tings are authentically in keeping with 
the furbelowed 19th century. FOR: Adults, 
Young People. 


TV “Look Up and Live” 
Will Feature Templeton 


The television “Look Up and Live” 
program which has attracted high praise 
and a big viewing record will feature 
Charles B. (Chuck) Templeton for nine 
weeks beginning May 2. In addition, 
cuest stars, singers and athletes, are fea- 
tured on the program. 

Appeal is to the 15-23 vear-old crowd, 
particularly those who are unchurched. 

Viewing time is Sundays, 10:30-11:00 
a.m. (Eastern Daylight Saving Time). 

Mary Mayo, Betsy Cox, Jackie Robin- 
son, Carl Erskine, Robin Roberts are 
some of the name attractions. 

The feature is already scheduled over 
Columbia for these areas: Atlanta, Bal- 
timore, Cincinnati, Dallas, Kansas City, 
Jacksonville, Norfolk, Tulsa, Washing- 
ton, Miami and E] Paso—within Presby- 
terian, U. S., bounds. 

However, churchmen and youth leaders 
in particular in other areas are being 
urged to urge TV stations not affiliated 
with CBS to secure this feature just as 
they do others for which there is sufficient 
demand. Ministerial groups, councils of 
churches and groups of individuals where 
there is a CBS television station (and 
where there are others) are being encour- 
aged to try to secure the feature for their 
areas. 
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ELIJAH CHALLENGES BAAL WORSHIP 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for May 9, 1954 
1 Kings 17:1-19:18 Print 17:1, 18:17-24,37-39 


Of all the prophetic figures that live for 
us in the pages of the Old Testament, no 
one has so completely captured the imagi- 
nation of the world as Elijah. He is held 
in reverence today by the adherents of 
three great religions—Jews, Mohamme- 
dans and Christians. He appears in the 
Bible as a fearless champion of the right, 
a man who in a time of great national 
crisis stood up and contended single- 
handed for his God. In order to under- 
stand the significance of his life we need 
to review briefly the history of the north- 
ern kingdom. 

Jeroboam, their first king, taught Israel 
to worship God under the form of the 
golden calves. In the next 30 years four 
rather insignificant kings followed Jero- 
boam on the throne, all of whom con- 
tinued the religious policy which he had 
established. Then came Omri, a strong 
king, who set up the first stable dynasty 
that Israel had known, but he too con- 
tinued to worship the golden calves. 

Omri was succeeded by his son Ahab, 
a strong warrior, who waged successful 
war against Syria, and was capable also 
as an administrator. But he was morally 
weak and seems to have been completely 
dominated by his strong and unscrupulous 
wife. This woman, Jezebel, was the 
daughter of the king of Sidon and a wor- 
shipper of Baal—an immoral fertility 
cult which made no ethical demands on 
its followers and which at the same time 
appealed strongly to the sensual nature 
of the natural man. Through Jezebel’s 
machinations Ahab introduced the wor- 
ship of Baal into Israel. It became the 
worship of the court, and it was not long 
until this religion bade fair to displace 
the pure and more austere religion of the 
one true God in the hearts of the people. 
At this juncture Elijah appeared. He 
saw, if no one else did, that the conflict 
between God and Baal was no mere affair 
of politics or patriotism, but a conflict 
of two opposite religious principles, one 
of which could not exist alongside the 
other—on the one hand the immoral na- 
ture religion of Syria, and on the other, 
the high ethical religion of Israel. 


1. Elijah’s First Stroke, | Kings 17 


The author of I Kings tells us nothing 
about Elijah except that he came from 
Tishbet in Gilead. Gilead was the wild 
unsettled country east of the Jordan, and 
Elijah impresses us as a man as rugged as 
the country in which he was reared. He 
seems to have lived in obscurity, one of 
the humbler citizens of the land, till the 
growth of Baal worship under royal pa- 
tronage induced him to protest. 

Once he reached this decision he lost 
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no time in delay. With that eagle-like 
swiftness which characterized all his 
movements, he appeared abruptly in the 
presence of Ahab and said, ‘“‘As the Lord 
the God of Israel lives, before whom I 
stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain 
these years, except by my word.” Baal 
was a sun-god. His worshippers thought 
he sent both the dew and the rain. Elijah, 
said in effect, ‘‘I will prove the impotence 
of Baal, and that the God of Israel is the 
only God. Cry to Baal as long as you 
will; the sun will shine unhindered, the 
clouds will withhold their dew and rain, 
until I, in the name of the Lord, speak 
the word.” 

Before the surprised king could recover 
from his stupefaction, Elijah was gone. 
He knew it would not be safe for him 
to remain west of the Jordan. So he re- 
turned to Gilead, the wild rugged land 
in which he was reared. Here he found 
a secure hiding place by the brook 
Cherith, one of the watercourses flowing 
into the Jordan from the east. 

When Jezebel heard of Elijah’s escape 
she was furious. She ordered a general 
massacre of the prophets of the Lord, and 
all might have been slaughtered in cold 
blood if Obadiah, the king’s steward, had 
not concealed a hundred of them in two 
caves, where he continued to supply them 
with bread and water. Meanwhile Elijah 
was fed by ravens, who brought him flesh 
and bread both morning and evening. 

That Elijah should have been fed by 
scavengers, birds regarded by Israelites as 
unclean, seems most extraordinary. Some 
Bible students point out that Hebrew 
words were written originally without 
vowels. Add different vowel points to the 
original Hebrew word and it would mean, 
people of the city of Orbo, or Arabians, 
i.e., dwellers in the steppes. It may be, 
says W. E. Barnes, that simple desert- 
dwellers were the prophet’s providers. 
Other Bible students regard this inter- 
pretation as ‘a rationalist absurdity.” 
In any case, Elijah’s whole career is so 
steeped in the supernatural that it cannot 
be understood apart from it. 

Many readers of the Bible regard the 
incident as one more illustration of God’s 
care for his own. Such, no doubt, it was, 
but only because God had a particular 
work for Elijah to do. He did not in- 
tervene to save his prophets from the mur- 
derous rage of Jezebel. And neither did 
he continue to provide indefinitely for 
Elijah. Water is fully as necessary as 
food. And gradually day by day the 
water in the bed of the ravine dwindled, 
till finally Elijah was forced to depart. 

Directed by God, he went to Zerephath, 
outside of Palestine altogether, a little 


town between Tyre and Sidon on the coast 
of Philistia. Here he was led by the 
Spirit of God to ask aid of a widow, 
gathering sticks outside the city gate. 
She granted very readily his request for 
water, but when he asked for food she 
was forced to reveal the absolute destitu- 
tion to which she had been reduced. In 
the whole house there was meal only for 
one last little cake of bread. When that 
was gone she and her son must starve. 

Elijah proceeded to make a bold re- 
quest. He asked the woman to make him 
a cake first, and then to prepare food for 
herself and her child. He declared that 
if she would do this God would not allow 
her food to fail. It would have required 
great faith for a Jewish woman to have 
acceded to this request. It was truly re- 
markable that a Gentile should have had 
so much faith in the God of an alien race. 
But she ventured to feed Elijah out of 
her scanty supplies and the promise of 
Elijah was fulfilled. 

Later the son fell sick and died. The 
woman thought it was due to the prophet’s 
presence. His purity brought her sinful- 
ness to light and God had punished her 
by the death of her son, so she reasoned. 
It was a superstitous notion, but Elijah’s 
heart went out to the woman. He prayed 
to God and life was restored to the wasted 
body. Now the woman was fully con- 
vinced that the Lord was the true God 
and that Elijah was his prophet. 

We are likely to think of the wonder- 
ful miracles that Elijah performed. Jesus 
saw it in another light. At the close of 
his first sermon in Nazareth, when his 
hearers wished him to do the wonderful 
works he had done in Capernaum, he re- 
plied: ‘There were many widows in 
Israel in the days of Elijah, when the 
heaven was shut up three years and six 
months .. . and Elijah was sent to none 
of them but only to Zarephath, in the land 
of Sidon” (Luke 4:25-26). The most 
remarkable feature of the whole narra- 
tive, says Dr. Milligan, is obviously this: 

“That the incidents happened in a fam- 
ily beyond -the borders of the promised 
land, in a Canaanitish home, to one who 
by her own confession had not believed 
in the God of Elijah, but had rather been 
a worshipper of Baal, a pupil in the school 
of Ahab and Jezebel. The mission of God 
is wider than we think. Children of God 
are to be found scattered where, left to 
ourselves, we should hardly seek for them. 
There is a covenant beyond the covenant. 
There are those who are ‘of God’ who are 
‘of the truth,’ in scenes where we im- 
agine that those only are to be met with 
who are the children of idolatry and 
falsehood.” 


The two incidents in chapter 17 illus- 
trate God’s care for his own, often dis- 
played in marvelous ways, and in addi- 
tion, and breadth of his sympathy, the 
wideness of his love, visited upon those 
who do not belong technically to his fold. 


Il. Elijah’s Second Stroke, | Kings 18 

The story is so graphically told and so 
well known that comment seems super- 
fluous. 


13 








Three years had gone by, during which 
time the heavens had remained locked, 
and the land had suffered increasingly 
from the terrible drought. At the end of 
this time Elijah appeared to Obadiah, the 
king’s steward, and bade him announce 
his presence to the king. No doubt a 
great throng was on hand to witness the 
meeting of the angry monarch and the 
fearless prophet. In the presence ot 
many witnesses, Elijah proceeded to chal- 
lenge the prophets of Baal to a mighty 
contest on Mount Carmel, a mountain in 
the north of Israel, jutting out into the 
Mediterranean Sea. It was not far from 
Sidon, from which city the worship of 
Baal had been introduced into Israel. 
Adherents of both religions regarded this 
mountain as sacred to their God. It was 
the most fitting arena in the country for 
the stirring drama which was to be 
enacted. 

Here Elijah called upon the assem- 
bled Israelites to choose between God 
and Baal. The people were undecided. 
They were not willing to make a decision. 
It shows how far the cancer had eaten 
into the heart of the nation. Perhaps 
they felt that they could be worshippers of 
both Baal and God. There was no need 
for a decision between the two. 

Elijah then proposed a decisive test. 
A sacrifice should be prepared. The God 
who sent fire down from heaven should 
be accepted as the true God of Israel. 
Baal was the sun-god. It was therefore 
a supremely fair test. The people could 
understand this and they accepted it. We 
are not told how it appealed to the proph- 
ets of Baal. No other alternative was 
left tothem. ‘They were forced to accept. 

From morning until evening the 450 
prophets of Baal implored their god to 
ignite their sacrifice. Hour after hour 
they leaped or danced in religious ecstasy 
about the altar. The taunts of Elijah 
stung them into a frenzy. They cried 
aloud and cut themselves with knives and 
lances till the blood gushed out. Not until 
they were utterly exhausted did they fi- 
nally desist. 


Then Elijah called quietly upon his 
God: “Answer me, O Lord, answer me, 
that this people may know that thou, O 
Lord, art God.” Then fire came down 
from heaven and the sacrifice was con- 
sumed. They fell on their faces and cried, 
“The Lord he is God.” 

Elijah was determined to make his vic- 
tory complete. He said, “Seize the 
prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape.” And Elijah took them down 
to the brook Kishon and killed them 
every one. This action was not com- 
manded by God. We do not need to 
justify it. Elijah shames us by his loy- 
alty to God, but he does not always re- 
lect the spirit of Christ. 

Now that Israel had accepted God, 
there was no need for the drought to con- 
tinue. While Ahab feasted, Elijah went 
ip into the mountain to pray. In answer 
to his request the rain came. Ahab drove 
back to Jezreel, a distance of seventeen 
miles. Elijah ran as a courier before 
his chariot, an athletic feat that must have 
left him worn and exhausted. 


ill. The Counterstroke of Jezebel, 

19:1-18 

Elijah felt confident that his great vic- 
tory on Mount Carmel insured the victory 
of God over Baal throughout Israel, but 
he did not reckon on the furious zeal, the 
subtle cunning of his arch-enemy, Jeze- 
bel. When she heard the news she sent 
word to Elijah: “So may the gods do 
to me and more also, if I do not make 
your life as the life of one of them by 
this time tomorrow.” She did not intend 
to kill him: if so, she would have killed 
him without warning. Her real purpose 
was to frighten Elijah out of the country. 
If she had killed him he would have 
died a popular hero. If she could induce 
him to flee he would by the act throw 
away the fruits of his victory. Jezebel 
was a very clever woman. She knew the 
best way to advance Baal’s cause was to 
discredit the champion of the Lord. 

It is more difficult to understand why 
the heroic Elijah should suddenly give 
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way to blind panic. For one thing he 
was physically weary. It is difficult to 
cope with one’s fears when one is tired. 
Then too there was a natural reaction 
from his great effort on Carmel. His 
mind had been keyed up to the supreme 
effort of his life, his nerves had been taut. 
When he got safely back to Jezebel, after 
his long run, he was let down. Jezebel’s 
message reached him at the psychological 
moment. 

Elijah did not wait to see if Jezebel 
was speaking the truth. He arose and 
went for his life; nor did he slacken his 
efforts until he came to Beersheba, a hun- 
dred miles to the south. Beersheba be- 
longed to Judah, but even there Elijah 
did not feel safe, for Judah under Jeho- 
saphat was closely bound to Israel. His 
servant was too tired to journey further, 
but Elijah went for a whole day through 
the wilderness till he dropped from sheer 
exhaustion. Then utterly discouraged he 
prayed that he might die. 

How can we explain the prophet’s 
great despondency? After all, his ex- 
perience was not dissimilar to our own. 
Elijah was tired, he was hungry, he was 
alone, he felt that he had failed utterly 
in his great hopes, there was no new work 
to distract his mind. One’s attitude to- 
ward life is influenced by such factors. 

Notice how Elijah escaped from his 
despondency. First, he went to sleep. 
Then he ate a nourishing meal. Things 
began to look different. Then he went 
to Horeb (Sinai) to renew his fellowship 
with God. As he stood in the mouth of 
the cave, he was made to realize that 
God has almighty power at his disposal 
(the wind, earthquake and fire), but that 
he chooses to work through men who will 
listen to his voice in their hearts; that 
past victory and past defeat must be for- 
gotten as he carried on and prepared 
others to carry on the work which God 
had given him to do. Elijah’s black 
mood, Elijah’s momentary cowardice had 
gone, seemingly forever. 

To Consider 

Is it natural that we should become 
discouraged at times? Can men of lofty 
ideals and aims avoid a sense of failure? 
Is it right for us to yield to moods of 
despondency? What causes such black 
moods to descend upon us at times ? How 
can they be cured? Is the cure partly 
physical? If so, is it right for a Chris- 
tian to make wrong use of food or drink, 
to deny himself the proper amount of 
sleep, to take his worries to bed, to refuse 
to take the proper amount of exercise or 
recreation? Is it a positive duty for a 
Christian to take proper care of his body? 
In what does such care consist? Is the 
cure for despondency physical only, or 
also mental and spiritual? Do Chris- 
tians have a right to be discouraged about 
the world outlook? In what ways are 
men being called upon to choose today 


between God and Baal? 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE RISE OF METHODISM: A SOURCE 
BOOK. By Richard M. Cameron. Philosophi- 
cal Library, New York. 397 pp., $4.75. 





The professor of church history in 
Boston University has gathered source 
material on the rise of Methodism in 
England from many quarters, and ar- 
ranged it so that the reader may follow 
easily the rise and progress of the move- 
ment under Whitfield and the two Wes- 
levs. Brief introductory statements and 
helpful interpretative comments add to 
the pleasure afforded by this book. In 
addition there are helpful notes and in- 
dex. The book is a valuable addition 
to the rich and steadily growing litera- 
ture on various aspects of Methodism. 
For one interested in the subject and 
unable to afford a large library, it is 
indeed a must. 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


THE IRISH AND CATHOLIC POWER. By 
Paul Blanshard. The Beacon Press, Boston, 
Mass. 375 pp., $3.50. 


Paul Blandshard’s various books deal- 
ing with the threat that Catholic power 
holds for various American ideals, have 
led numerous critics to point him to Ire- 
land as the No. 1 exhibit of Roman 
Catholic power. 

Accepting the challenge, Mr. Blan- 
shard spent more than six months in 
Ireland to see for himself. His investi- 
gations were careful, and his conclusions 
are well-documented. It was the attempt 
of the British crown to impose Anglican- 
ism on an unwilling population in the 
16th century and later that made Ireland 
the overwhelming Roman Catholic land 
that it remains today. The fact that the 
Irish Republic desires above all else to 
include the whole of the emerald island 
under its rule, and that the North 
Ireland is Protestant and separate—by 
its own choice—may help to explain the 
liberal policies of Catholic Ireland. 

There is complete freedom of worship 
in Ireland, and Protestant schools are 
subsidized along with the Roman Catho- 
lic schools. Catholic power is expressed, 
not in discriminatory legislation, but in 
the pressure brought to bear on various 
institutions—and individuals—by a peo- 
ple accustomed to follow the leadership 
of their priests in all matters in which 
the church claims an interest. A no- 
table illustration is the inability of the 
Irish Parliament to pass a health bill, 
which has not received the endorsement 
of the hierarchy. Further, librarians do 
not stock books which offend Roman 
Catholic sensibilities. 

“The hierarchy,” Mr. Blanshard in- 
dicates, ‘‘has developed a whole code of 
separatist conduct designed to protect 
its people from the contamination of 
heresy and to punish any Catholic who 
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shows signs of defection. The separa- 
tism expresses itself in politics, in busi- 
ness, and in social life.” Mr. Blanshard 
thinks that the proclivities of Irish young 
people to postpone or refuse marriage (it 
has become a national problem) may be 
due to Roman Catholic teachings about 
sex. 

The book closes with an interesting 
study of “the Irish Catholic Empire in 
America” and a prediction regarding the 
future of Irish Catholic power. “For the 
time being,”’ Blanshard holds, “men and 
women who try to be Catholic, Irish and 
American at the same time must develop 
a kind of moral schizophrenia in order 
to reconcile their real love of democracy 
with papal dictatorship. With the poli- 
tical portion of their personalities they 
must assert that they are good Americans 
who believe in self-government; with the 
religious portion of their personalities 
they must accept foreign authoritarian 
rule in one of its most antiquated and 
absolute forms. In the long run such an 
illogical combination must die from the 
sickness of inner conflict.” 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 
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FOR RENT 
COTTAGE with driveway and modern 
conveniences; for family 3-4. About 10 
minute walk from Post Office. Apply 
N. D. Grier, —e N.C. 


WANTED 





FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Hot 

Springs, Arkansas, wants experienced 
Director of Christian Education. This 
church in resort city offers exceptional 
opportunity and has large youth group. 
Interested persons please write James 
Overholser, Minister, 


Books for Children 





Two books of devotional materials 
for families with young children. 
More than 200 suggested devotions 
and a large selection of poems that 
children love. Companion books, 
with sturdy paper covers, in gift 


box, $1.00, postpaid. 


Gps Uyoor Room 


The world’s most widely used 
devotional guide 
1908 Grand Avenue Nashville, Tenn. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


How to Study Ephesians. Joseph M. 
Gettys. John Knox Press, Richmond. 175 
cents, paper. 

The Gospel According to Mark. Ernest 
Trice Thompson. John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond. $2.95. 

Graceful Reason. J. V. Langmead Cas- 
serley. Seabury Press, Greenwich, Conn. 
$2.75. 

The Palestine Problem Today. Carl Her- 
mann Voss. Beacon Press, Boston. 75 
cents, paper. 

The Ethics of Civilization. Arnold H. 
Kamiat. Public Affairs Press, Washington, 
D.C. $2.00. 

52 Sermons. Horatius Bonar. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids, Mich. $3.40. 

Ancient Christian Writers: St. Gregory 
of Nyssa. Translated by Hilda C. Graef. 
Newman Press, Westminster, Md. $3.00. 

People’s Padre. Emmett McLoughlin. 
Beacon Press, Boston. $3.95. 

A Symphony of the Christian Year. Ran- 
dolph Crump Miller. Seabury Press, Green- 
wich, Conn. $3.25. 

That Immortal Sea. 
head. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $2.50. 

Mary of Bethany. Effie Lawrence Mar- 
shall. Falmouth Publishing House, Man- 
chester, Maine. $3.00. 

The Song of Ruth. Frank G. Slaughter. 
Doubleday & Co., Inc., N. Y. $3.75. 
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The Book of Acts 


By Dr. Thompson 





Ready now to help with Circle Bible studies | 
and other courses on Acts—13 highlights 
from Dr. Thompson’s most famous Bible 


$1 each 


Or, 6 for $5; 12 for $10; 25 for $20. 


Other Portfolios may be combined: Ten 
Commandments and the Book of Mark. 
Same price. 
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CHANGES 

J. R. Durway, Eagle Lake, Texas, has 
become pastor of the Westminster 
church, Maplewood, La., a suburb of 
Lake Charles. Address: Box 2547, Maple- 
wood. 

Ira B. Watson, Jr., former chaplain, is 
now pastor of the Prentis Park church, 
Portsmouth, Va., 2119 Des Moines Ave- 
nue. 

Harold R. Karnes from Pittsburg, Kan., 
to 416 N. 2nd St., Monmouth, III. 

Herbert M. McCallum from Scott AFB, 
lll., to Wing Chaplain Sec., Ellington 
AFB, Houston, Texas. 

John L. Edwards from Eutaw, Ala., to 
Albertville, Ala. 

Vernon S. Broyles, executive secretary 
of the Board of Church Extension for the 
past four years, has accepted a Call to 
the North Avenue church, Atlanta, Ga., 
effective July 1. 

James L. Spencer, of the Ralston 
church, Houston, Texas, has accepted a 
call to the First church, Eldorado, Texas. 


MISSIONARIES 

Newly appointed missionaries are as 
follows: 

Belgian Congo—Mr. 
Kuhn) Thos. P. 
Weatherford, Texas; Mr. and Mrs. 
(Wilma Davis) Howard D. Cameron, 
Eastman, Ga., and Etowah, Tenn.; Eliza- 
beth Dunlap, York, S. C.; William S. 
Metzel, Bethesda, Md., (married Ruth 
Phipps in February). 

North Brazil—-Mr. and Mrs. (Ruth 
Drew) Chas. C. Ansley, Miami, Fla., and 
England; Mr. and Mrs. _ (Elizabeth 
Travis) Wm. Lee Ellison, Austin, Texas, 
and Enid, Okla. 

Brazil—Mr. and Mrs. Robt. H. Camen- 
isch, Stanford, and Perryville, Ky. 

West Brazil—-Mrs. Everett (Nancy 
Armistead) Gourley, Jr., Montreat, N. C, 
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A spendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
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East Brazil—Ernest Edward Gilmore, 
Columbus and Comer, Ga. 

Japan—Nellie S. Swenson, Columbus, 
Ga.; Mr. and Mrs. (Mollie Anne Boney) 
Lardner C. Moore, Japan and Wilming- 
ton, N. C.; Mr. and Mrs. (Beverly Alice 
May) John F. Bridgman, China and New 
Orleans, La. 

Korea—Claribel Moles, now teaching 
Bible in Black Mountain, N. C. 

Undetermined—-Dr. and Mrs. (Norma 
Kehr) Wm. R. Dunn, Atlanta, Ga., and 
Lansing, Iowa. 


DEATHS 

David Johnson Blackwell, 82, died in 
his sleep March 5 at his home in Gray 
Court, S. C., where he had lived since 
his retirement in 1942. His last pas- 
torates were the El Bethel and Leaks- 
ville, N. C., churches. 

Woodward D. Morriss, 63, died in 
Memphis, Tenn., March 15. He was re- 
tired in 1949. His last pastoral work in 
the Rolling Fork and Magee, Miss., 
churches, 1926-1930. Since that time he 
had been engaged in government work. 

Mrs. W. R Potter, 80, died in a Port- 
land, Ind., hospital March 25. She was 
the widow of W. R. Potter, whose last 
pastorate was in Burlington, N. C., who 
died in 1949. A son is Robert A. Potter, 
Arden, N. C., pastor. 


Charlotte Will Ask 
For 1955 Assembly 


The Presbyterian Churches of the 
Charlotte area are being asked to join 
with the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Minis- 
terial Association in inviting the 1955 
General Assembly to meet there, joining 
in a celebration of 200 years of Presby- 
terianism in Mecklenburg County. As- 
sembly meetings would be held in the 
Covenant church. 


Miss McGaughey Honored 
For 25 Years Service 


The 25th anniversary of the service of 
Miss Janie W. McGaughey as executive 
secretary of the Board of Women’s Work 
was recently celebrated at a banquet at- 
tended by the board and staff. Suitable 
gifts and a bound volume of congratula- 
tory letters with other tributes were pre- 
sented the executive leader of the church’s 
309,000 women. 
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SOUTHWESTERN 
A PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE FOR TODAY 


For men and women who do not care to be lost in the crowd. A distinctive 
four-year program leading to the degree.of Bachelor of Arts, Science, and Music. 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 


Office of Admissions 
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A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 


A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 
For catalog and information write 


WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 
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Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere 
of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 
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